
  

The Harbinger 
JUNE 2021 

Dedicated in FAITH … Abounding in HOPE… 

Committed to GOD’S LOVE!  

Pastor Heidi’s June Message 

 The New Testament letter to the Hebrews speaks of a                                                                        
‘race’ we need to ‘run with perseverance’. ‘… the race marked                                                                    
out for  us …’ (Hebrews 12:1).  Dealing with COVID-19 has                                                                    
been ‘a marathon, not a sprint’.  

 We heard those words many times by different                                                                
spokespersons at various times throughout this past year.                                                   Now, 
more than fifteen months later, I think we all realize what they                                                                
meant.  True, things aren’t as bad as they were, and there are                                                                                         
many things we can enjoy and be thankful for. But it still feels                                                                 
as if  we’ve got a long, long way to go. Ministry in the church                                                                         
this past year, during such an isolated time that has had a                                                                                                       
relentless pace and has been a marathon that truly required                                                                               
“Grit.” 

 My definition of Grit is digging into one’s passion, with                                                                                                              
perseverance. Grit was familiar to me in my family life as I                                                                                           
raised 3 children, financial struggles owning my own business                                                                                                  
and putting myself through college, in my ministerial life in loving and leading congregations, and 
even to a degree physically as I pushed through a season of breast cancer. This is something I 
have clung onto, but never as much as in 2020/21.              

                                             But Grit took on new meaning personally, as I combined my new                                                         
     passion for kayaking with perseverance to attend a 3-day/night, 30 mile 
     back-country paddle trip, when the most I had been on the water up till 
     this point was about 3 hours max at one time.  In just a few short  
     weeks, I needed to get from “Olive Oyle to Popeye” and spinach wasn’t 
     going to do it.  The trip was going to take all the passion and                                                              
     perseverance I could possibly understand. 

     Now, to that definition I would also add                                                                
the word “trust.”  I learned  to trust the guides, as they taught me how to                                                         
paddle correctly, pack the kayak, and they navigated the unfamiliar                                                                   
waters. An important lesson was that I learned to trust myself—no matter                                                                                                 
how puny my muscles seemed, I was stronger than I knew. I learned I                                                          
could do anything I set my mind to. And, lastly, I could do it because God                                                           
gave me a supernatural strength to power through and endure.  Many a                                                            
day I was hoping we were taking the kayak and sprinting to the campsite,                                                        
but no it  was a marathon,10 miles of paddling later, to then unpack, set                                                                   
up the tent, haul water, cook dinner, wash dishes, and then finally sit                                                         
down.  I loved it!  I would do it again in a heartbeat!  Good to go, good to                                                              
come home! 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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     Trust went so much further, as I watched the sun come up over 
    the seaside horizon, and set over the bay, as I saw nature at it’s finest.  
    “Morning by morning, new mercies I see!”  Yes, Heidi, and everyone one 
    of us need grit to push through the daily trials, but God is author and                               
    creator, and still on the throne.  I was so blessed to step back, be  
    renewed, and see I am one small part of God’s bigger picture, and He is 
    still in control.      

     God’s amazing grace revealed on the                                                                    
    cross has saved us, yes, but God did not save    
    us to set us in the stands as a spectator.     
    God’s  grace is demonstrated in the fact that     
    he has set a race before us; he had given us    
    a live to lead in faithfulness to him, goals to               
reach, opponents to overcome, challenges to face. Grace has not just                                  
seated us in one fell swoop in heaven, but placed is at the beginning of                                              
a race. 

  What we need to finish the race is                                                                                           
grit. We have to run this race with                                                                                          
perseverance and tenacity or we will not run                                                                                 
it at all. I think the author of Hebrews might                                                                               
say that the fact that we have grit is what                                                                                  
shows that we have faith.  

 With Love in Christ, Pastor Heidi 

We were blessed to have The Reverend Alex Joyner, Eastern Shore DS with us on                                    

Pentecost/Heritage Sunday. If you were not here and have not enjoyed the Worship Service                          

on YouTube, the link is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s81LVSihVDg 
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Month of June Readings for 52-Week Study of the Old Testament 

June 6 Joshua 1-24 (Taking the Promised Land) 
June 13 Judges 1-12 (Israel Forgets God, Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Barak, Gideon, 
       Abimelech, And Jephthah) 
June 20 Judges 13-21 (The Life Of Samson, A Cult Rises, Evil Leads To Violence 
June 27 Ruth (Family Tragedy, Sacrificial Loyalty, Kinsman-Redeemer, Blessing) 

https://bible.org/seriespage/18-numbers-1-%E2%80%93-12-tribes-substitutions-rituals-and-troubles
https://bible.org/seriespage/19-numbers-13-%E2%80%93-25-and-psalm-90-promised-land-rebellion-wilderness-balaam
https://bible.org/seriespage/20-numbers-26-%E2%80%93-36-tribes-offerings-and-feasts
https://bible.org/seriespage/21-deuteronomy-1-%E2%80%93-16-preparation-promised-land
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 RED LIGHT, GREEN LIGHT 

 
 

  Do you remember the games “Mother May I”, “Simon Says,” or “Red Rover.” The              

current season of the Pandemic is bringing back memories of the game “Red Light, Green 

Light!” When you say 'Green Light' everyone will move towards the finish line, When you say 

'Red Light' everyone must immediately stop. If players are still moving when you call 'Red 

Light', they must go back to the starting line.  

 One minute the CDC, the Commonwealth of Virginia and the United Methodist                         

Conference of Virginia are at a full Red Light, (the Pandemic in full swing with wearing 

masks, social distancing, everyone getting vaccinated). We all were frozen in place,                           

seemingly going nowhere. In an instant, a Green Light was given to move about as freely as 

before (If you are vaccinated, no more masks-you are good to go!)    

 

Where was the yellow light?  The yellow always meant, slow down, caution, 

change ahead!  Somehow, we missed the in-between and a time of transition! 

  

 As we process through the pandemic, now being called an “endemic,” Market Street 

will move forward in full Green Light, but each individual gets to discern their own Yellow 

Light; their own level of caution!  As per CDC guidelines, we continue to encourage             

everyone eligible to be immunized, but that is a personal choice. Market Street Methodist  

offers many options to help everyone be successful in their health, well-being, safety and  

optimize their personal caution. With that said, each person has a  personal choice, to wear 

a mask or not, how close to sit for social distancing, to come to in-person church or worship 

virtually.   

 Jesus said in John 14:12,13 “I assure you that whoever believes in me will do the 

works that I do. They will do even greater works than these because I am going to the        

Father.” With the direction and power of God, the green light is truly long awaited! Market 

Street sits at the threshold of a new opportunities!  Yes, the church will continue to worship 

with two services, at 9 am and 11 am with livestreaming and recording happening every 

week. Yes, you may sing in worship without your mask on. Yes, the choir has always taken   

a break in the summer but will be returning in the fall-so we will use the recorded hymns              

through August. Yes, special music will happen in the summer-it may be live or recorded. 

Yes, we will begin fellowshipping together, with our first get together on June 13th (see flyer 

with details on page 6).   

 Especially, since we have been so separated since my arrival, I welcome expanded 

communication, one-on-one gatherings, and the opportunity to meet everyone. If there are 

additional ways I can connect or you might have additional ideas to share, please feel free to 

contact me personally, or put ideas in a suggest box that is being placed in the Assembly 

Room.  I look forward to starting a new game of “Red Light/Green Light” and we get to                              

redefine the game at Market Street with all of our players making it across the finish line. 

    The Joy of the Lord is my Strength, In Christ, Pastor Heidi 
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Our Gathering 

 

Market Street United Methodist Church, 75, Market Street, Onancock, VA  23417 

Date this plan will be implemented:  May 28, 2021  

 

HYGIENE  Minimum Standards: Encourage and provide for frequent hand hygiene (hand washing,                
sanitizer and helpful signage); continue to sanitize high-touch areas, especially with consecutive worship            
services/activities in the same space. (https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html).  
We will provide for – Hand sanitizers will continue to be provided both on the wall, and throughout the 
church.  Bathrooms will open and cleaned regularly by our paid cleaning service, and with Clorox 
wipes (for counters, etc.)  available in bathrooms available as preferred and needed.  
 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING  Minimum Standards:  Proper physical distancing (recommended at least 6 
feet) for indoors and outdoors, especially in public and congregant settings; 
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/May-15-2021-

Forward-Virginia-Guidelines.pdf 

We will provide for this by: Continue expanded sanctuary physically distancing in sanctuary as indi-

viduals feel comfortable to seat themselves, with established social distancing seating in downstairs. 

 
MASKS  Suggested Recommendations/Considerations:  Masks are no longer required for fully vaccinated 
persons indoors or outdoors. Masks are still advised when physical distancing cannot be maintained or in   
congregant settings where persons from multiple households are gathered. Congregations that are considering 
unmasking indoors may want to consider those in their church family who are not yet vaccinated, including 
youth and children, and guests or others in attendance whose vaccination status may be unknown. 
We will provide for this by implementing the following plan: The CDC and United Methodist Church 
have both given the green light for individuals who have been immunized with Covid vaccine.  That 
said, masks are optional and a personal preference. Masks will still be available upon entry should 
someone desire one.  
 
SCREENING  Minimum Standards: Stay home when sick; self-check in at door with health acknowledge-
ment poster. https://doc.vaumc.org/Return/HealthAcknowledgementPoster.pdf    
We will provide for this by: Entrance into Market Street will continue to be through the side doors 
with greeters to help monitor flow, and maintain health standards.  At this entrance sanitizer, masks, 
and will be the Posting of new CDC signage.  
 
LIMIT EXPOSURE Suggested recommendations/Considerations: Churches should try to gather outdoors 
whenever possible. When gathering indoors consider: the total amount of time where groups are gathered    
indoors in any one gathering space; the number of people gathered in one space. Please choose larger spaces 
over smaller ones for all indoor gatherings. Well-fitting masks should be worn and proper physical distancing 
is recommended.  
We will provide for this by: Market Street will hold its summer fellowship activities outdoors, in                
spacious open areas, and encourage folks to wear masks as indoor, smaller spaces and events occur.  
 

VENTILATION   Suggested recommendations/Considerations: Maximize airflow and turnover of air in 
the occupied space: 6 exchanges per hour is recommended; prioritize outdoor activities whenever possible 
https://doc.vaumc.org/News2020/Ventilationrecommendations.pdf 
We will provide for this by: The Pastor, Health Care Team, along with the Admin Council and                    

Trustees, are thankful for the great building, sanctuary, heating and air conditioning systems and hard 

work everyone has done throughout these challenging times to keep all systems in great repair.  We 

pray that all the work that has been done in advance continues bears much fruit, and we will continue 

to do our part to keep God’s people safe.  

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/May-15-2021-Forward-Virginia-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/May-15-2021-Forward-Virginia-Guidelines.pdf
https://doc.vaumc.org/Return/HealthAcknowledgementPoster.pdf
https://doc.vaumc.org/News2020/Ventilationrecommendations.pdf
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Jerry Brooks     June 1 

AJ Fiege     June 2 

Walta Pruitt     June 2 

Jack Wilson     June 4 

Diane Needham     June 6 

Riley Bull     June 8 

Melissa Payne    June 8 

Jean Petrides    June 8 

Adelaide Hollandsworth    June 10 

G. L. Smith     June 13 

Nicole Marsh     June 15 

Sharon Hayden  June 18 

June Evans     June 21 

Paul Bull     June 27 

Pat Smith    June 28 

Tony Pruitt     June 30 

Join us as we resume our monthly 

meetings in the Assembly Room, 

on Monday, June 14th at 7 p.m.  

Our guest speaker will be Kim 

Wilkerson from Commonwealth 

Senior Living. She has much information to discuss                           

including monthly community meetings, social gatherings 

and volunteer needs. 

We are resuming additional meetings here at         

Market Street: 

TOPS will begin meeting weekly on Wednesday, June 

2nd at 10 am in the Social Hall. 

The OOTB Board will meet the last Thursday of the 

month at 7  pm in the Assembly Room. 

The AA groups are meeting again on Wed and Fri at 

noon. 

The Boy Scout Roundtable meets on the 2nd Thursday 

at 7 pm and District Scout Leaders meet the last             

Tuesday of the month in the Social Hall at 6:30 pm. 

The UMW meet the second Monday at 7 pm in the                                 

Assembly Room. 

Press Release 

HISTORIC COKESBURY CHURCH                                                                                                   

AND CULTURAL CENTER RECEIVES $35,000 Grant 

Historic Cokesbury Church and Cultural Center is getting a face-lift this spring 

and summer. This 167 year old fixture on Market Street in Onancock has                  

towered over the main excess to the Onancock Wharf. The Greek revival                  

exterior will receive a new coat paint and damaged wood will be replaced to              

prepare it for its next decade of service to the Onancock and Eastern Shore         

community. 

This venue serves as a basis for Civic groups, Lectures, Concerts, Art Exhibits, weddings and has its own 

burial ground and Columbarium. Its  stained-glass windows have been fully restored and the acoustics of 

the hall are acclaimed by musicians. 

The Board of Directors wishes  to Thank the Eastern Shore Community Foundation for its $35,000 grant 

to make this possible as well as all of the other community individuals who have donated to the ongoing 

upkeep of this historic building. 
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We are so very grateful to Market 
Street Mothers June Evans, Ann 
Byrum, Amy Savona, Meg King 
and Nicole Marsh for their heartfelt 
testimonials on Mother’s Day. 
Each lady presented a moving , 
caring and loving view of their 
lives and how their faith has in-
spired them. Many thanks for these 
blessings. 

Thank ;you to Laurice Hohlt and 
Rev. Wayne Parsley for the Mother’s 
Day flower gifts. 

A beautiful remembrance for all 
of our Moms. 
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Research shows that first-time guests make up their mind, whether or not they are 

coming back, in the first 8-10 minutes.  

If we are re-opening our buildings and new people are checking us out, what will be 

their first impression?  

Which Side of the Boat are you fishing on?  

At both the beginning of Jesus' ministry (Luke Chapter 5) and at the end of Jesus' earthly ministry (John 21), 

He gives fishing instructions to Peter. In both cases, Peter had fished all night and caught nothing. But then 

Jesus says, "Cast your net on the other side of the boat" and suddenly the nets were full.  

It's my sense that many of us in the church have been fishing from the wrong side of the boat for a long time. 

Some of the "wrong side" practices have included: 

Putting a greeter at the door and waiting for people to come to us. 

Mistakenly believing that everyone has a church background just like us. 

Focusing all of our time on buildings, budgets and members personal needs and tastes. 

And just like Peter, we haven't caught much, as evidenced by the fact that 85-90% of churches are in decline. 

And just like 2000 years ago, Jesus is calling us to "cast the net" on the other side of the boat. This "casting' 

might look like: 

Focusing on the needs of those not yet in our churches. 

Being creative in connecting with people in our neighborhoods. 

Joyfully sharing the good news and not worrying that we will sound like some sort of fanatic. 

Having, as Paul said, the "aroma of Christ" in all that we do. 

In Matthew 4, Jesus told his disciples that there were to catch men and women with the Good News. We are 

called to do the same today.  

Which side of the boat are you fishing on? 

May God's Spirit catch you, hook, line and sinker and may that same Spirit teach you how to fish. 

 

Blessings, 

Paul Nickerson, Nickerson Coaching 
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From Online Worship to Online Ministry 
 

Online worship is the 30- to 60-minute worship experience usually offered/posted 
once a week.  

Online ministry is the full expression of the life of the church offered digitally. 
 

How are you relating to online guests? 

For these newly gathered people, how do we intentionally relate? How do we offer extravagant hospitality? 

How do we intentionally try to connect relationally and authentically? 

If we record a worship experience and upload it for viewing, but have no intentional opportunities to connect, 

we miss a tremendous opportunity. We forget we are in the relationship business. We forget we moved out of 

the building and launched a second site. If this were an in-person worship service, the experience would be 

like a first-time guest showing up, no one speaking to her/him, no one making eye contact, and no one                

engaging to show any desire to connect in any way. We would never consider treating an in-person worship 

guest in this manner, but some churches do just this by the method in which they offer online worship. It’s as  

if we are delivering a “service,” rather than offering a desired and intentional opportunity to relate to God and 

others. 

The digital world is the new mission field. 

Another way to think about this is to consider that the church has entered into a ripe mission field full of               

unchurched people. The mission field is the digital world, with an estimated 70% population of unchurched 

people of all ages and stages of life. Yet, with this ripe harvest before us, we are missing the opportunity to 

harvest because we focus on those already gathered, rather than the yet to be gathered. 

Does your church offer online worship or online ministry? 

Another question for consideration relates to whether we are offering online worship or online ministry. 

Online worship is the 30- to 60-minute worship experience usually offered or posted once a week. Online      

ministry is the full expression of the life of the church offered digitally. In other words, online ministry         

encompasses extravagant hospitality, optional methods for giving, connection, engagement options,                        

discipleship, service opportunities, prayer, and faith sharing. Does your church offer online worship or online 

ministry? 

From attendance to engagement 

We used to gauge church vitality based on the average number of people who attended in-person worship. We 

have now come to understand that worship attendance does not necessarily equate to discipleship growth. 

While participation in a small discipleship group led to increasing frequency of worship attendance, the                        

opposite — that increasing frequency in worship attendance leads to discipleship growth — was not always 

true. Therefore, we need to reexamine how to measure ministry effectiveness and fruitfulness. The emerging 

trend is that evaluating and measuring engagement is the better barometer. 

Engagement speaks to an individual’s discipleship development. How are the newly gathered connected to 

other people in the gathered community? Perhaps by engaging with other newly gathered? How do we help 

them engage in ministry (serve)? How do we help them find and engage the discipleship pathway? How do we 

help them take their next faithful step on that pathway? How do we help them continue to take additional 

steps? How are we offering mentors/coaches to pick them up when they trip on their faith journey? How are  

          (Continued Next Page) 
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we offering models of mature disciples? For those newly gathered, we need to intentionally and authentically 

provide relational connections to help them engage in ministry and discipleship in meaningful ways. 

Because we are in the disciple-making business — which is accomplished through relationships — our primary 

focus, attention, energy, and resources should be on those yet to be gathered. Those yet to be gathered are               

unchurched people God is calling us to reach. In a pandemic world, some were quick to reject the possibility of 

reaching new people while the world was in quarantine. Yet, there are many options to connect with new                 

people, even in pandemic times. 

Here are just a few examples: 

Watch parties. Build a culture for those attending online worship to host watch parties inviting their 

online friends to join them for worship. 

Invite others. Believe it or not, a surprising number of people said they would attend church with 

someone they knew if they were invited. Invite a friend to join you! 

Starting new groups. Those who were already gathered have great opportunities to connect with    

unchurched neighbors in new ways: at neighborhood curb parties where neighbors stay in their 

respective driveways and talk to nearby neighbors; as parents gathering virtually to support other 

parents trying to juggle working from home with homeschooling children; as cooks gathering 

with other cooks to share recipes because more people are cooking at home; by launching a 

neighborhood care group to pick up groceries or prescriptions for those unable to get out; or 

through online happy hours, online book clubs, etc. 

The possibilities are endless! Find a need or shared purpose/desire and invite people to join! It is that simple. 

Post a picture contest, trivia challenges, devotionals/reflections, Bible study podcasts, virtual music concerts or 

neighborhood driveway dance-offs. Also be sure to review the previous hospitality and newly gathered section 

to ensure your church is relating, connecting, and offering next steps for the newly gathered. Consider this for 

both the online community as well as the in-person community. 

 
This article is excerpted from “The Ultimate Relaunch Playbook for Being the Church in the Post Pandemic World” in Being the 
Church in a Post-Pandemic World (Market Square Books, 2021) by Kay Kotan.   

It may look like I’m sitting out sunning myself on a beautiful spring morning, on a lawn on Market 
Street, but this is actually what we do to film the midweek message. We find a location, we already 
know the  “theme” - then we set up the shot, take a few pictures, see what looks best. Then we                        
determine the best angles. This morning, it was looking “up” with the phone so that we could get part 
of Cokesbury Church and the Historical Sign in the video. All well and good, but my back doesn’t let me 

set on my haunches for a number of minutes. Wait, 
says Pastor Heidi, I have a beach chair in my car. So 
here I sit on a lawn and film her video. Of course, 
when we are finished, she has to help me out of the 
chair or I will have to roll it over and crawl on my 
hands and knees to the curb. Fortunately, she is a 

good sport and boosts me up. Now, covered in              
chigger bites, we begin to process the film and                 
produce the Midweek message and announcements; 
load onto YouTube, Facebook, website and emails. 

https://www.marketsquarebooks.com/store/p67/Being_the_Church_in_a_Post-Pandemic_World.html
https://www.marketsquarebooks.com/store/p67/Being_the_Church_in_a_Post-Pandemic_World.html
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Dates and times: The Eastern Shore District Committee on the Superintendency is planning two outdoor    
services for DS Joyner and his family -one in Accomack County and one in Northampton County on different 
dates and times: 

• Saturday, June 5, 2021, 10:30 am at St. John's UMC,  Atlantic 

• Sunday, June 27, 2021, 2:00 pm at Epworth UMC, Exmore  

Reservations will be required as we plan for parking.  Attendees are welcome to bring lawn chairs or you can 
remain in your cars. Click here for REGISTRATION:   

https://forms.gle/9dmMqRwsKjmnzcBCA 

 

In lieu of gifts the District Superintendent has asked that donations be made to either the Agape Christian 
Children's Community Center: c/o Barbara Mason, Treasurer, P. O. Box 704, Chincoteague, Virginia 
23336 or Occohannock on the Bay Camp and Retreat Center: OOTB, 9403 Camp Lane, Belle Haven VA 23306 
or donate online at the website. 
 
Kudoboard is available for notes and pics to share with the family!  The District Office has provided an online 
Kudoboard for you to add photos and farewell/appreciation notes.  Use the link provided below and just click 
on the comment box  "+ Add to Board"  https://www.kudoboard.com/boards/rZEPfyct  
 
Or you can mail a private note to: Rev. and Mrs. Alex Joyner, PO Box 436, Parksley, VA  23421 or drop it in 
the "box" provided at one of the services.  

https://forms.gle/9dmMqRwsKjmnzcBCA
https://easternshoredistrictumc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=564dab6a164bb04738a465f99&id=77142f86b1&e=0c44581399
https://easternshoredistrictumc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=564dab6a164bb04738a465f99&id=77142f86b1&e=0c44581399
https://easternshoredistrictumc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=564dab6a164bb04738a465f99&id=fe3488d4f4&e=0c44581399
https://easternshoredistrictumc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=564dab6a164bb04738a465f99&id=52f355a66b&e=0c44581399
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If  you would like to volunteer at Commonwealth, we have a volunteer application form at the 

church office. We will be happy to get it to Commonwealth for you! 

They are also starting up a Book Club, a Knitting Club and a Bridge Club and appreciate your 

interest and assistance. 
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HER FATHER WAS AT THE ENGINE 

During the French war, a train carrying dispatches to the headquarters was compelled to go over sixty 

miles of very rough track, and reach its destination within an hour. The engineer was the bearer of the dis-

patches, and his wife and child were in the coach. Every moment threatened to pitch the train over the em-

bankment or over a bridge, and, as it rolled from side to side, leaping at times almost in the air, rushing 

past stations, the few people inside held their breath and often cried out with terror as they sped along. 

There was one on that train who knew nothing of their fears and that was the child of the engineer. Happy 

as a bird, she laughed aloud when asked if she were not afraid, and looked up and answered, “Why, my 

father is at the engine.” A little  later, the engineer came into the car to cheer up his wife and, as he wiped 

the great drops of sweat from his face, the child leaped into his arms and laid her head upon his bosom, as 

happy and peaceful as when at home. What a lesson for the children of the heavenly Father!  

THE HIGHEST PAID DADS 

Three boys in the schoolyard were bragging about who had the highest paid father: 

The first boy said, “My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem, and they give 

him $100.” 

The second boy said, “That’s nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a 

song, and they give him $1000.” 

The third boy said, “My Dad is ever better than that. He scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, calls it 

a sermon, and it takes 6 or 8 men just to collect all the money!” 

HOMEWORK HELP 

A school teacher was correcting papers, and as she looked at one little boy’s work, she was appalled with 

the results. She said, “I fail to understand how one person could make so many mistakes.” 

The boy replied, “But it wasn’t just one person. My dad helped!” 

DO NOT ENTER 

The story is told about the father of a vacationing family who came across a large sign that read, “Road 

Closed. Do Not Enter.” The man proceeded around the sign because he was  confident it would save them 

time. His wife was resistant to the adventure, but there was no turning back for this persistent road warri-

or. After a few miles of successful navigation, he began to boast about his gift of discernment. His proud 

smile was quickly replaced with  humble sweat when the road led to a washed-out bridge. He turned the 

car around and retraced his tracks to the main road. When they arrived at the original warning sign he was 

greeted by large letters on the back of the sign “Welcome back, stupid!” 

Sometimes we can have utmost confidence in ourselves to figure out issues or fix problems, but we let                          

ourselves down. Confidence is only as good as the object it’s placed in. When going through life, the wise                   

person places their confidence in an unchanging, all-powerful God.   

www.Ministry127.com 
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What The Tortoise Taught Me About Trust and Betrayal 
 

When I was a young girl living in Nigeria my father would tell me bedtime stories; always about an 

animal, always having a moral behind them, and always starting with “story-story!” (which I would 

have to respond to with “story!”). The one that has stuck with me is about a Tortoise and how he 

cracked his shell; and as I love analogies so much I will be using this story to discuss how trust is a 

thing best earned, but can made difficult by people’s actions — or lack thereof. 

 

The Tale 
Story-story! (Story!) 

Once upon a time, there lived a Tortoise who lived in his shell. He lived amongst other animals on a 

small farmland who were called Mr Dog, Mr Cat and Mrs Rabbit. The Tortoise was very curious and 

decided to begin following Mr Dog whenever he snuck away at night. He often saw and heard nothing 

but this time the Tortoise heard him whispering 

“Rope. Rope, let me up for I am hungry.” 

Then a rope appeared to the Tortoise’s surprise. He watched on in amazement. Mr Dog began to climb 

and later emerged with plentiful amounts of assorted foods. In the morning the Tortoise told Mr Dog 

what he had seen and wanted to know how he could do the same. Mr Dog happily obliged and told the 

Tortoise to go with him that night so he could show him how to get more food. 

Later that night Mr Dog and the Tortoise met at the same spot as the magic had occurred the night  

before. Mr Dog said; 

“I will go first and then I will extend the rope to you.” 

The Tortoise happily obliged and waited patiently as Mr Dog chanted once again — 

“Rope. Rope, let me up for I am hungry.” 

The rope descended and Mr Dog climbed all the way to the top and then urged the Tortoise to follow. 

As the Tortoise began to climb, Mr Dog cut the rope and the Tortoise fell on its back and broke his 

shell into little chunks and was later put back together by Mr Cat and Mrs Rabbit. 

And that’s how Tortoises, till this day, have cracks on their shells.* 

 

The Moral 
Sometimes trusting people can be hard especially when they have let us down, but this story suggests 

that we have to search within ourselves and think deeply about whom we are trusting and why. We 

may just find that the people we trust are those who have not given us a reason to do so. Most of the 

time if they are our close friends, family or partners, we have a sense of automatic trust, leaving room 

for us to ignore painful realities and manufacture false truths. 

The cutting of the rope. 
Some people give trust easier than others and have never been let down. This is not necessarily        
because they definitely know that they can trust those people, but because they are — in a sense —
 lucky to have people around them who have shown them the positive signs which they may not even 
know are there. Trust is a big thing is any scenario: in relationships, friendships etc. In the story of the  

(Continued Next Page) 
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Tortoise, we can denote that Mr Dog had no reason to show the Tortoise his means of livelihood            

because, in reality, we sometimes don’t want others to prosper in the same way that we have. 

Furthermore, Mr Dog showed no signs of being an actual friend to the Tortoise (seeing as he kept his 

trade a secret) so no trust factor was ever established, rendering Mr Dog’s actions somewhat                             

inevitable. The Tortoise had not been wary of him but rather naive enough to put his trust in                    

somebody who was not well known to him. We shouldn’t fully put all our trust in people we do not 

fully know otherwise the repercussions are on us, and not the individual who acts as the ‘real-life’              

Mr Dog. The cutting of the rope in this instance represents the lack of relationship between the two 

characters. 

 

Trust is hard. 

You cannot meet someone today and say you fully trust them. 

Equally, somebody you have known for years could turn around and betray you. For this reason, trust 

should be earned and built. If you build trust with someone, it is sometimes easier to identify the root 

of a breakdown as you start to notice a change in their behavioural pattern. If you begin to establish a 

sense of trust for somebody and you notice in yourself that something is changing, the trust begins to 

wither away on its own. 

If Mrs Rabbit had known, should she have warned the Tortoise? 

Another element of a trust breakdown is the withholding of information. In certain situations,           

especially where you have been dating a person for years, married for years, or have developed a 

friendship for many years, people become hurt when they find out that their lover or friend has      

withheld information. Hence they feel that they cannot trust them. This is not necessarily a mark of 

untrustworthy behaviour, however. 

The exception: cases where a partner has cheated or (in an extreme case) where a friend has known 

about information which would have put you in a better position of some sort, do not apply. These 

would be examples of betrayal rather than a simple withholding of information. If a friend or partner 

is unwilling to share information, as long as they are not aware that it may later harm you, it should 

not be seen as an untrustworthy act but rather as a sign that that person may feel hurt, disappointment, 

anger, or shame, thus making it difficult for them to share said information. It is not necessarily a sign 

that they are not to be trusted. For example, if Mrs Rabbit, as a friend of the Tortoise, had known that 

Mr Dog had a devious character and did not tell him, this is arguably a betrayal of any trust they may 

have established (rather than a mere withholding of information) due to the painful fate which befell 

the Tortoise. 

What if Mr Dog was in fact considered a friend of the Tortoise’s? 

It is sometimes easier to trust a friend than a lover or a partner. At times, like the Tortoise, we forget 

that our friends may not necessarily have our best interests at heart, especially when you do not share 

a particularly close bond with each other. We choose to trust regardless, which could explain why at 

times we listen to our friends in our romantic relationships (especially a newly forged one); we have 

known them longer therefore we trust them better. 

We often forget that humans are selfish in that most of the time our actions benefit us in some ways 

(as demonstrated by Mr Dog who, as we can assume, did not want the Tortoise to have the same 

means to feeding as he did.) 
(Continued Next Page) 
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You cannot build a relationship on a rocky foundation. 

Trust in any type of relationship starts with communication, getting to know one another without the 

counter opinions from a third party. Although, when a third party is involved, the art of building trust 

is knowing that you have been given information but are wise enough to not allow it tarnish the     

foundation needed to build said trust. We do, however, need to be careful enough not to fall into a hole 

so deep that we are made to look like fools because we were forewarned. Again, trust is hard because 

every argument on this topic can be countered, depleting its legitimacy, but that is why we have been 

blessed with choice and that is why we are able to listen and deduce. The smart thing to do would be 

to: 

1. listen to outside information taking it with a pinch of salt, 

2. gather up our own conclusions by getting to know an individual ourselves, and 

3. later choose our stance given all the evidence. 

It is important to note that not all persons that we trust will retain our 

trust. There are circumstances where trust could have been built but 

was weakened from the beginning by naysayers, or where there was 

no reason to trust but we chose to do so at our own peril. 

 

*And that’s how Tortoises, till today, have cracks on their shells —
 connotes the lasting effects of a break in trust, or lack thereof. 

 

By Ope 
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