The Harbinger
JANUARY 2022
Dedicated in FAITH … Abounding in HOPE…
Committed to GOD’S LOVE!

Pastor Heidi’s January Message
Years ago, I took a trip, before the creation of what we now know as a
GPS, to the Grand Canyon with a friend. She was driving, and asked me to look
at the map, then asked me to look where we were, and needed to go next. My
reply was, “I can’t see.” She then said, “Well, if you can’t see the map, then
help me watch for road signs,” and once again, I replied, “I can’t see!” I had no
idea my vision was so impaired until I was put to the test on the journey! Hind
sight is 20/20. Returning from my trip, I promptly went to the eye doctor, and
he told me I was right on time! That’s right, most folks in the early forties need
bi-focal’s for near sighted reading and other correction for distance vision.
While God used my lack of vision, to correct my course on my trip and
throughout my life, the Bible has many stories of God directing steps and giving
vision. In Acts 16:9 a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And again in Acts 18:9 the Lord said to Paul one night in
a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent.”
The word vision is found 130 times in the Old and New Testament. Vision is future focused- The key
to a Godly vision is showing others a picture of a better future. The church and/or ministry needs to be moving
forward and showing God’s people a clear and better future. This needs to be God-made and not man-made.
Vision is important because it provides purpose, supports goals and unifies people.
What is Market Street’s Vision? How will we get there? What is the church’s short term vision?
Where do we see the church in the distance, 3-years/5 years? Crafting a vision is ideally a shared process that
combines contributions from leaders at all levels. Together, the leadership and congregation, will assess the
short term needs as well as dream the dreams to align with God’s hopes and plans. The Bible says, “God . . .
is able to do far more than we would ever dare to ask or even dream of — infinitely beyond our highest
prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes” (Ephesians 3:20 TLB).
With the many new leaders bringing enthusiasm, creativity and energy to the Administrative Council,
I believe that Market Street is on the cusp of amazing things that God has in store and that we have only begun
to scratch the surface of what God desires for this church family. In 2022 the Council and I will be working to:
1) Craft a Vision 2) Build Alignment 3) Champion Execution. From small group studies, to team vision
meetings, to congregational town hall listening sessions, we are planning many opportunities to hear from
everyone and discern God’s vision for Market Street.
Please know that during this process, my door is always open. If at any time during this season of
casting the Vision you have questions, comments, concerns and/or things you would like to be clarified,
please come and visit with me. As I continue to Pastor and lead this church family, I do not want to leave
anyone behind. I know that we will never agree on every detail of every portion of the Vision, but I humbly
ask for two things, your engagement and your trust. May we together grow in the Love of Jesus, as we
Worship, Connect, Grow and Serve.
Passionately and Purposefully, Pastor Heidi
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A Note from our Lay Leader
Greetings Friends! Thank you for giving your valuable time to read a little article from me!
First things first………. I want you to know I Love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! I
know, maybe I am over using the exclamation points…. But that's just how I feel…. So
here they are again!!
Some have heard our announcement on Sunday about the unifying our Worship service to
one 10:00 service. But you know, we still have many more at home than we have at church
so therefore I am giving these comments. We have had much discussion on how to move
forward in the new year considering 2 services or 1. We now have overwhelming support of
our church council and Pastor Heidi to proceed with the following schedule!:
8:30 coffee/fellowship time
9:00 Sunday school classes/groups
10:00 Unified Worship Service…
What brought this about? Well, we needed low in person attendance to start because of social distancing. Therefore we have had two services. Now our numbers are such that one
service can do. A lot of double effort has gone into extra ushers, greeters sound operators
and such. We thank those that have been attending both services to make them operate
smoothly!
One service will give us the opportunity to get to know each other better again. We can be
like a close knit family as we come to one worship. I feel the excitement already of one
service! As I shared on Sunday, I have a hunch that God likes to see his children at church
and happy!
And now, as we start our new year, We are reminded that even though we are many parts,
We are one Body and one Spirit, and One love in Christ Jesus and
now one in Worship!
Thanks be to God,
Paul
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As part of the new year, I have decided it appropriate to share a few details as outline by the United
Methodist Book of Discipline as to how the church works. All committees are responsible to the
church council; including Reporting, planning, financial approval and final acceptance of
recommendations. Basically, it is the Church Council’s job to coordinate its business of the church
in the following ways: its committees, hearing reports, encouraging direction and supporting
recommendations in an effort to keep the church flowing in its vision.
Below is a demonstration of the basic organization of a local United Methodist Church. The diagram
shows which member or committee is responsible to answer or report progress, concerns or any
church based recommendations. Market Street United Methodist has a slightly different structure in
its Programs/Ministry with Worship, Connect, Grow & Serve.

The Church Council:
• Plans and administrates the organizations of the church.
• Empowers the vision and programming of the church
• Meets at least quarterly.
• Sets goals, authorizes actions, determines policy, receives and accepts/rejects motions presented
to the council.
• Validates budget, sets financial plans.
• Members present and voting at any duly announced meeting constitutes a quorum.
I hope that this will shed some light on what it is the Church Council is here for and how it works to
keep our faith family growing and working together efficiently to do so.
In Christ, Pastor Heidi
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Grover Jones
Christina King
Ana Stacia King
Victoria King
William Hollandsworth
Donna Eder
Kathyanne Runninger
James Belote
Lauren Pruitt
Becky Cumming
Nick Olmsted
Rich Bernard
Gary Gibb
Todd Wilson
Bob Runninger
Will Cumming
Evan Dize
Patrick Byrd
Bekki Dize
Bradley Byrd

January 1
January 1
January 1
January 1
January 3
January 4
January 8
January 9
January 9
January 10
January 13
January 15
January 15
January 15
January 20
January 25
January 25
January 26
January 28
January 29

A Message from Hospitality:
Our Coffee/Fellowship Time is moving
to 8:30 a.m. before Sunday School.
There is a sign up sheet in the Social
Hall for refreshments.
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS—cookies,
donuts, just a small taste to go with a
cup of coffee. If you can assist, please
add your name next to a date on the
list. Thank you!

Page 6

The Harbinger

JANUARY 2022

December tornado leaves
devastation behind;
United Methodists respond
by Brenda Capen | Dec 14, 2021 | News

Information from Serving Ministries and the
Virginia Conference Disaster Response Team
Our hearts break as we see the images of the aftermath of the tornado that impacted Kentucky
and other states. A deadly record-breaking EF-4 tornado caused a swath of damage, death,
and destruction for almost 220 miles. As a result, many communities were damaged, and
some ceased to exist. Many homes were damaged by the tornado, and some were torn apart
from their loved ones.
The tornado landed on the third Sunday in Advent, a time when we search for a sense of joy.
We can be bewildered to find joy when thousands of people are now homeless, planning
funerals, and struggling to find hope. At the same time, we remember that the season of
Advent is our call to embody Christ’s joy and hope to our neighbors caught in darkness.
The Virginia Conference Disaster Response team is working closely with neighboring
conferences to assess the need and where we can help. Today, the Conference Disaster
Response Coordinators for both the Kentucky/Tennessee annual conference are in Mayfield,
KY. We will provide a status update via the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR),
which we will share with the conferences as information becomes available.
In the meantime, we ask you to join us in sharing the hope by doing the following.
1. Pray – Keep all who are affected by this event in your prayers. Pray for the survivors and
victims. Pray for the first responders. Pray for the government officials involved.
2. Give – UMCOR Disaster Response fund is the best way to support the survivors of this
tragedy. Your church may send a check to the Conference Treasurer’s office with a memo that
the offering is for UMCOR Disaster Relief #901670, or you may give online.
3. Remember – Sending or collecting items before requested can create a so-called “second
disaster.” In this event, valuable human resources and resources are allocated to deal with
donations that may not be needed or wanted. Therefore, we ask churches and individuals to
focus on financial giving.
4. Follow the standard rules of deployment – Do NOT self-deploy—people who decide selfdeploying can overtax the already stretched resources on the ground. When the Annual
Conference is ready for volunteers, information will come via the Virginia CDRC Rev. Bob
Pihlcrantz.
We will continue to update the Conference with future needs and opportunities to share the
‘Hope.’ For more information or questions, please contact the Virginia Conference Disaster
Response Coordinator, Rev. Bob Pihlcrantz, at (757) 408-6653 or vacdrt1@gmail.com.
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New videos released from Virginia Roots, Race,
and Discipleship curriculum
The Race and Race Relations Team introduced the Virginia Roots, Race, and Discipleship curriculum and
videos in 2020. The newest three segments are centered on segregation and desegregation in the
Methodist Church, public schools, and nonviolent protests. The topics include:
• The Central Jurisdiction (a racially-segregated body of the Methodist Church from 1939 to 1968)
• Massive Resistance in Farmville, Virginia
• Bloody Monday, nonviolent protests and police brutality in Danville, Virginia in 1963
For more information and to view the videos currently offered, visit vaumc.org/racerelations/.
Questions, contact the Rev. Dr. Charles F. Ledlum-Bates at rrds@vaumc.org.

All God's Children Camp needs your help!
The dates for All God's Children Camp have been set (June 19-24, Richmond
area; July 24-29, Chesapeake/Eastern Shore area; and August 14-19,
Richmond area) and now the came needs volunteers to act as camp mentors.
Please consider volunteering a week of your time to help make it possible for
kids to enjoy a week of camp and engage in all that camp life. This is also a
great way for groups such as Sunday school groups, Sr. High youth groups, or
other small groups to be in mission together. For more information, contact
Lori Smith at lttlelori@gmail.com or 571-245-9591.
A Mentor’s Story: A special time from camp was the day we went zip lining. For many of the campers, this
was their first time to zip line. Some of the campers went across with no issues but there were a couple who
needed some extra time to get over their fear and pick their feet up and go. It was great to see the patience
and encouragement the campers received from the other mentors, campers and the camp staff. In the end,
they overcame their fears and made it across with smiles on their faces. Another stand out moment was the
dance party we had on the last night. It was great to see all the smiles and hear the laughter of the campers
and mentors having a fun time together. I remember thinking that I hope the kids would hold on to this
memory, a night where they could let go of their worries and fears and just have fun being a kid.

Occohannock on the Bay Camp and Retreat Center
Summer Camp Registration is live!
Sign-up Today!

Give the gift of CAMP now. Check out our new camp offerings!
•
•
•

Easy Online Registration
Early Bird Discount
Bring a 1st Time Friend Discount

Visit https://www.ootbay.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ootbay/
Contact Rev. Joel Coleman, Executive Camp Director at campootb@gmail.com or
call 757-442-7836.
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Thank you to Rev. Wayne Parsley and his volunteers for
decorating Market Street’s entry in “Lights on the Lawn”
at Ker Place.

The Methodist men of Market Street church held a clam chowder sale and sold 77 pints in a little over an hour
and a half. Special thanks to Jerry Evans, Tom Young, Glenwood Pruitt, Mike Massey, Herman Holht, Milton
Lawrence, Paul Bowers and Wayne Parsley for donating their time and skills.
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December 5th Pot Luck Luncheon and Heart Craft. ..write on your hearts what are you hoping for,
what are you praying for, what are you joyful for, what do you love? The completed cards were
than added to the beautifully decorated Chrismon tree in the Sanctuary.
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Thanks to the Orchestra of the Eastern Shore, Metropolitan UMC Youth Choir,
Circle of Friends, Market Street UMC Mens’ Choir andAccomack Community Band
for a beautiful afternoon of music on December 11th.
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CCYF

WAS IN
THE
TOWN
PARADE
ON
SUNDAY,
DEC. 12th.
Great Job
EVERYBODY!

Community Christian Youth Fellowship
Grades 6-12
Our Community Youth are our FUTURE LEADERS
Be a part of a group that provides learning and life experience opportunities!
Join us the 2nd Sunday of the month at 2 pm at Naomi Makemie Presbyterian Church,
91 Market Street, Onancock
Sunday January 9 at 2 pm Program for the New Year “Celebrate Who You Are”
An afternoon of self-discovery to prepare for a stellar 2022
Sunday February 13 at 2 pm Career Exposition- Talk head-to-head with some of the
ESVA’s successful business and career people
March-service project
April-Wallops
May-Camp Occohannock Overnite Trip
More Info, Market Street UMC Office, 787-4983 or email mktstumc@verizon.net
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December 19th was a beautiful morning for a Christmas Cantata, presented by the Market Street Chancel Choir
and Director Michelle Marsh. A wonderful performance, narrated by Pastor Heidi and Rev. Wayne Parsley. It
can be viewed on Youtube, using the following link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzJmd2YZXac

Of course, there was a reception following with home baked cookies and beverages.

It was a very special time for our Treasurer
Doug Young and his wife Patsy, as they
celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
We thank you for your dedicated service and
wish you both many blessings to come.
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Please donate to this wonderful
camp so that children can
experience God at camp this
summer. Please give donations
to Theresa Tyson or put in the
offering plate earmarked for
OOTB.
I am also taking care of the
lunch for the Polar Duck Dip. I
will need help in making soup
(Taco, Vegetable or Chicken
Noodle) and providing dessert
(individually wrapped). I could
also use some help the day of
the dip in the kitchen. Please
contact Theresa Tyson at
757-709-9462 or
esvtmom@gmail.com.

LOOK AT MARKET STREET
WORLDWIDE! YOUTUBE TOTAL
VIEWS FOR AUGUST 1 WORSHIP
4,736!
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I wasn’t sure what to write about this month. I usually follow Pastor Heidi’s
theme, but then I came across this message posted on Facebook, and I had to share
it. In all of our uncertainty, I am sure of one thing. When I come into the office and sit
down at my desk and turn on the computer and look around, I AM HOME. And I have
to thank you all for that. Thank you for all these years of laughter and tears and hope
and grief and prayers and yes, annoyance and discord sometimes. I feel a sense of
belonging in this adventure.
In 2022 let’s stop and make that cup of tea. We’ll figure it out together.
May this new year wish fill your heart with hopes of a brighter tomorrow and
unfold new dreams to realize God has a great Faith in you. Happy New Year!
~ Pat McArdle

