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Dedicated in FAITH … Abounding in HOPE… 

Committed to GOD’S LOVE!  

  
                                          PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

The church is changing seasons from Ordinary Time to Advent. Like the season of Lent, Advent is a  

season of preparation and reflection. The Advent season lasts for four Sundays beginning on the fourth 

Sunday  before Christmas, or the nearest Sunday to November 30. Advent ends on Christmas Eve and thus 

is not considered part of the Christmas season. The Advent celebration is both a commemoration of 

Christ’s first coming and an anticipation of His second coming. As Israel longed for their Messiah to come, 

so Christians long for their Savior to come again.  

As I have been reflecting on Scrooge’s life-changing journey in A Christmas Carol by Charles        

Dickens, I see it parallels more with our Christian season of Advent than our Christmas Day Celebration of 

Christ’s birth. Scrooge thoroughly examines his conscience to reflect and change in the dark hours of one 

night, with the help of three Spirits to look at his life.  As Christians, we have the whole season of Advent to      

prepare our hearts where we look back in the past, look ahead in the future and we live in the present.   

Scrooge’s 1st Dimension of Advent: A Christmas Past of Regret and Remorse: Ironically, Scrooge is 
not alone when he looks upon the Christmases of his past and dislikes what he sees. He is, in a 
sense, everyman. At some point, more than likely, we have been there, too. His heart is sad by the 
sights and sounds of lost opportunities, poor choices, wasted time and illusory pursuits, all of which 
have contributed toward his present state in life, isolation and self-absorbed routine. 

2nd Dimension of Advent: A Christmas Present of Realization and Re-Awakening: For the first 
time in a long time, he begins to re-evaluate and better understand his actions as well as his         
inactions through the eyes of his neighbors and business associates in his modern day. Realizing 
there is  nothing he can do about his past, Scrooge begins to see his present circumstances as 
changeable, perhaps even transformative. 

3rd Dimension of Advent: A Christmas Yet to Come of Recalculation and Re-Orientation: By       
anyone’s standards, he has been a hard-working, enterprising man of business who obeys the law, 
works within the system and lives a deservedly comfortable existence by way of his intelligence,  
ingenuity and work ethic. He pays his bills on time, makes wise investments and accrues his wealth 
earnestly and honestly gained. But the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come silently and powerfully     
reiterates the fact that none of these things is ever enough in the spiritual life to be judged kindly in 
the eyes of the merciful Savior whose birthday celebration Scrooge has repeatedly referred to as 
“humbug.”  

               Cont. Next Page 
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Cont. from Page 1 

With a little help, Scrooge accomplished this within only a few hours. He undergoes an amazing      

conversion. He changes. “I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year. I will live in the 

Past, the Present and the Future. The Spirits of all Three shall strive within me. I will not shut out the lessons 

that they teach…” We have an amazing invitation on these four weeks of Advent to apply the valuable         

lessons learned and immerse ourselves into our own personal three-dimensional time of deep spiritual     

conversion in order to truly prepare the way for the birth of the Lord.  

Market Street's talented Choir, under the direction of Michelle Marsh, will perform a special                      

musical/dramatic presentation based on Dicken's "The Christmas Carol", on Sunday, December 11th at our 

10 a.m. Worship Service. It is our hope that you will join us on our Advent Journey of Hope, Peace, Joy and 

Love as we look at Christmas past, present and future through the Choral interpretation written and shared 

by Lane Hurley.                   

      With anticipation of the Coming King, Pastor Heidi 
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 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Mackenzie Fiege December 1  

Lisa Weeks Fiege December 1 

Kaylie Pruitt  December 3 

Penny Brooks        December 9 

Herman Hohlt        December 11 

Cynthia Walton      December 15 

Pastor Heidi Bak December 16 

Mary King          December 17 

Molly King        December 17 

Terry Evans  December 25 

Flo Bowers         December 26 

Linda Courtney   December 26 

Meg King          December 26 

Bryan Perry      December 26 

Steve Walton       December 26 

Jaime Bloxom   December 27 

Nicholas Gibb      December 27 

Pete Pawlus  December 27 

Glenwood Pruitt December 27 
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4 pm 
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After the Potluck Luncheon on Sunday, November 6th, Market Street community 

members got busy packing those Operation Christmas Child Boxes. They were 

blessed at the altar on Sunday, November 13th. 
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Dear Market Street Congregation, 
 

What a fantastic job you did supporting the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox project!  I am  
so proud to say that we packed 179 shoeboxes for the needy children of  the world.  I know they 
will be smiling from ear to ear and jumping for joy to receive those gifts of  school supplies, health 
care items, and especially the toys and WOW gifts.  I appreciate everyone’s help packing all of  
those shoeboxes at the exciting and wonderful packing party.  Everyone was working so diligently 
packing while 99-year old Martha Joyal, Wayne Parsley, and Paul Bull were wrapping those rubber 
bands around the shoeboxes.  It was an amazing event!  

Many thanks to the United Methodist Women who graciously paid for the shipping of  these 
shoeboxes, which was $1,640.00.  I am equally excited that we were able to use our remaining   
donated funds of  $432.00 to pay for 72 children to participate in the 12-week discipleship       
program known as “The Greatest Journey.”  They will have the opportunity to learn about Jesus 
Christ as their personal Savior.  They will graduate at the end of  the course, receive a certificate, 
and a Bible written in their own language.   

I especially would like to give a BIG THANK YOU to my team:  Mary and Mike Massey, 
Michelle Marsh, Laurice Hohlt, Pat Smith, and Allen Evans, who worked days and evenings         
assisting me to setup, organize, and count items in order for the Packing Party to be a huge      
success!  Again, many thanks. 
 

In Christ’s Service, 
 

Lois Evans 

Chairman of  OCC 
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After the last few years, there seems to be something missing from the holiday season when it rolls 

around. Something feels off or different; maybe it is the heaviness that we all seem to be carrying 

around with us, making joy feel like another chore to add to our exhausting holiday routine.  

As believers, we exert a great deal of effort to keep Christ at the center of our lives. We attend church, 

read our Bibles regularly, and pray. We practice spiritual habits to keep our hearts set on the Gospel 

because spiritual habits shape our spiritual relationship.  

These spiritual habits require intention. We have to make the time to incorporate them into our daily 

lives. However, during the busy season of the holidays, our spiritual habits are usually the first thing  

we remove from our list, prioritizing grocery lists, party invitations, and ordering gifts. 

But here's the truth: when life gets busy, our spiritual habits should increase, not decrease. While it 

seems obvious in the Christmas season to make spiritual discipline a priority because the season is 

about Christ, here we are–slaves to secular demands that drain our souls and push the King of Kings 

to the background. 

The Discipline of Advent 

Advent a spiritual discipline. It requires us to focus and be intentional in the busyness of life. Advent 

may be an annual practice for you or a spiritual discipline you never thought of.  

However, before we look at how to implement Advent as a spiritual practice, we must first understand 

what it means and why we participate in it during the Christmas season.  

Advent is a season known throughout the world. It is known through most denominations and is      

practiced amongst many believers during the Christmas season. Yet, there is much about Advent that 

we do not know or even grasp a full understanding of, missing spiritual truths of the season.  

Advent comes from the Latin word adventus and the Greek parousia. This word is used both for the 

coming of Christ in the flesh and the second coming of Christ in the future. 

Traditionally, the first two weeks of Advent were designated as looking forward to the future return of 

Christ. The time yet to come when Christ will return to earth and rule and reign as the King of Kings.  

The second two weeks of Advent traditionally focus on the first coming of Christ in the manger. This 

time allows us to rest in the peace of the Savior who has come and to worship Him for the gift of            

salvation He brought with Him. 

The Advent season is reflective of who we are as a Church, waiting for Christ to come again. We are  

in the “last days.” We have been in these days since the ascension of Christ. Since Christ ascended, 

the church has waited for His return and chooses to celebrate what will come to pass.   

The how of Advent is a bit simpler because there are no rigid rules to follow.  

The spiritual practice can look any way you would like. It takes place daily for four weeks prior to 

Christmas. The ultimate goal is being in the Word. There are several ways to add this practice to your 

life during the season of Advent.  

If you are new to Advent, no problem! Let's look at five simple ways to incorporate Advent into your 

Christmas worship: 

1. An Advent Bible Study 

Advent Bible studies are not in short supply. Some of the greatest theologians have penned works 

about the season. There are many to be found at your local Christian bookstore covering everything 

from the traditional Christmas story to a more focused topic like the people of Scripture.  

                   Cont. Next Page... 

Advent Practices for Beginners—Michelle Rabon, iBelieve Contributor 

https://www.ibelieve.com/author/michelle-rabon/
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Of course, a Bible study isn’t required, simply reading through one of the Gospels in the month of    

December will be enough to keep your heart and mind centered. As a beginner, I would recommend 

this route over a study. Keep it simple, read one chapter of Luke daily leading up to Christmas.  

2. Scripture Memory  

This is one of my favorite things to do through the season of Advent. I will focus on a verse per week, 

sharing it with my family, printing it, and keeping it close by. This is a helpful practice as it allows me 

to meditate and memorize verses. This is a great tool, especially if you are extremely busy. 

Read the verse or verses first thing in the morning, read them while you are getting ready, read them 

when you get in the car, read them before meals, on breaks, etc. They can be left all around your 

home or workspace, ready to be read at any time. It will keep the Word of God constantly in the front 

of your mind.  

3. Family Devotions 

If you have children in the home, developing a family Advent plan can help hold everyone                       

accountable to the Word. This can be done around the table at dinner or when bedtime rolls around. 

This could consist of reading through the Bible together, asking questions, and even practicing                    

Scripture memory with them.  

If your children are young, look for resources that help them focus on the small things. Talk about the 

nativity scene, grab some kids' Advent verse cards, or even a storybook Bible. Make it accessible to 

them no matter their age.  

4. Advent Candle-Lighting 

Traditionally, Advent includes the lighting of candles each Sunday. I know many families who will light 

a candle each night at dinner through Advent before sharing Bible study time together. The Advent 

wreath has candles that represent different themes of the season, such as love, peace, hope, and joy. 

Lighting a candle each night builds anticipation for the celebration of the Christ child. It is symbolic of 

the Advent season as we wait on the Lord.  We are anticipating the coming of Christ not just at  

Christmas but at His second coming.  

5. Fasting 

Another practice that is common in Advent is fasting. Fasting isn’t always related to food, but it is    

abstaining from something in order to keep our minds focused on God.  

One of my favorite ways to incorporate fasting into my Advent season is logging off of social media 

from Thanksgiving through the New Year. The reason for this is that social media often drains my 

time, and in a season that is already limited on time, something has to go. This a great way to         

disconnect, and I promise you won’t even miss it.  

Whether you choose one of these practices to incorporate into your Advent or come up with          

something on your own, don’t forget that simple is best. 

There is no need to overwhelm yourself with more things to 

do; only add to your Advent practice what you know you            

realistically have time to give.  

For our family this year, we are headed back to the basics 

and focusing on Advent around our family table. As our                 

children are getting older, we can teach them to practice         

spiritual habits and cling to what is good, even in the rush of 

Christmas.  

https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/3-ways-to-be-patient-and-wait-on-the-lord.html
https://www.ibelieve.com/author/michelle-rabon/
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Simply Grateful 

Thank you, Michelle Marsh, 

For being a blessing in the life of  this church. 

Few people possess the considerate, unselfish, 

loving heart that you have—and even fewer 

are willing to give so much of  themselves. 

Thank you for your kindness and for being 

the wonderful, amazing person you are.   

~ Pat M. 

Thank you Spaghetti Dinner and                        

Hee Haw participants! 

Thank you Rev. Wayne Parsley for yet another beautiful  Bounty Altar for Thanksgiving. 

Michelle has put together an all-encompassing 

look at Market Street’s “Better Together”      

activities of  2022.  

Link to Youtube:  https://youtu.be/NU_A17-UfjA 
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Brunswick Stew ... 

$1,323 raised by 

UMM—thank you! 
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...AND Bake Sale  

@ $1,300 

raised by 

UMW —

thank you! 

Photo credits: Pastor Heidi and Michael Shreves. 
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'O Holy Night' 

"So where do you think we will be going to church next month?" That became a common inquiry 

from my husband. We had moved to this mid-Atlantic hinterland and found ourselves in search of a 

new church. This mission was compounded by the fact that we knew no one. Weekly, we checked 

out a different church to find the perfect place to worship. 

After months, we found the perfect place (or so we thought). It was close to home, had a great   

children's program, and seemed to have an appropriate amount of young, growing families. I spoke 

with the greeter and found out who to call. The next day, Monday, I did just that. 

"Hello, may I speak with Reverend Coleman?...Oh, well is there a better time to reach him? My 

family and I have been relocated to this area, and we really like your church and your congregation 

and would like the appropriate paperwork to formally join." 

The receptionist, who had been taking Reverend Coleman's calls, told me that we could not join the 

church because too many families were enrolled. A new congregation was forming, however. 

"Perhaps you could speak with someone there," she said. I was to call a man whom I did not know, 

at a place that did not exist, for a congregation that was only being formed...somewhere. 

"Okay, we will go back to the church one more time, and maybe we can find out where this new 

group meets," I told my husband and children. They were agreeable, mainly because we always 

went to breakfast after church. The draw was not the worship but the fellowship and the feast       

afterward. At the next Sunday mass, the homily was actually given by the new leader of the       

scattered flock of people. Thus, we now had a contact; her name was Mary Lou. I called her the 

next day. 

"Oh, yes, yes, yes!" she said. "We would love to have you join our congregation. May I stop over 

and introduce myself and bring the paperwork for you and your family? We are still looking for a 

permanent place to have our weekly church gatherings, but we are delighted that you will be joining 

us." Mary Lou chattered on for a while longer, and I knew we were going in the right direction,     

although I was not sure where. 

"Mommy, I thought we were going to church," Jay questioned the following Sunday as we pulled 

into the parking lot of a movie theater. 

"We are, sweetheart," I answered, as his daddy parked the car. Jason's eyes lit up, and he was not 

about to let this drop, thinking one or both of his parents had lost their minds. "Why are we here if 

we are supposed to be going to church?" 

"The church is not a church yet, and we do not have anywhere else to go, so we are going to the 

movie theater," I explained. None of us really cared where we went after a few weeks, especially 

because on these days we began going to the movies after church, which took the place of       

breakfast. Pop and popcorn began to substitute for ham and eggs. 

As the summer wore into autumn, and the leaves began to drop from the trees, the congregation 

continued to grow and the accommodations in the movie theater became too small. It was time to 

move on again, and the new location was, again, due to the generosity of a community member. 

This time we were shuffled to an old, gray barn. It was not much to look at, but it served the         

purpose -- and our active, hard-working, and still-growing community gathered at this rustic spot, 

now filled with folding chairs. 

                  Cont. Next Page 
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PAT ’S 

C O R N E R 

It took a long time to get wiring into this dimly lit structure to supply us with light, heat, and a         

microphone. Reverend Appleby fortunately had a sense of humor and a booming voice. However, 

as October transitioned into November, and Thanksgiving ushered in Advent, our necessity for 

heavy coats during church became more apparent. 

"Jim, make sure the kids have their gloves this morning," I said. "It is really cold. I know we should 

expect December weather, but the wind seems brutal today." 

"Check. We have gloves and hats, and I grabbed a blanket, just in case we need it. We can wrap 

these little monkeys up; they'll stay warm for the hour." 

The cold weather brought preparation but still no permanent church. December wore on and    

Christmas Eve appeared in a flash. 

Again, we had the checklist before church. "Honey, let's keep the kids extra warm. It may snow    

tonight. Can you help me get Katie's boots on?" 

Robby, our second child, mumbled, "Mommy, do we have to go? It's too cold." 

"Yes, honey, we do. It is Christmas Eve, and if we have time to wait for Santa, we have time to go 

to church and remember Jesus' birthday." 

So we packed up the children and drove to the barn. "This is an exceptionally blustery night,"  I    

remarked. "It is a good thing that Daddy remembered the blanket, isn't it?" 

"Yes!" the three children yelled in unison. Dusk slipped into darkness as we parked along the old 

country road and trudged along to the barn, children in tow, wrapped up so much that they could 

barely walk. We entered our familiar "church." 

The old, gray barn was no longer just an old, gray barn. It had been transformed into a nativity    

scene -- a real one, with a real manger and real sheep and a cow and a donkey. Hay was           

everywhere. The eyes of the children were filled with sheer wonder. Amid the animals were      

people. The woman wore a blue robe, and the man was in old, brown sackcloth tied with a rope. 

He held a staff, and she held an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes. They were not just people; 

they were the Holy Family. They were surrounded by shepherds tending the flock. I don't             

remember what the music was, if there was any. Nor do I remember what the homily was, if one 

was given. I don't even know if we stayed warm enough. I do remember being in the presence of 

the true spirit of Christmas. It was magnificent. 

That Christmas Eve celebration could have 

lasted forever. We finally left the barn to 

find that snow was lightly falling and the 

stars were announcing the birth of Jesus. 

We all felt a silent joy at the  miraculous 

event we had been witness to. Eventually, 

we did find a church to call our own. But 

nothing ever came close to that Christmas 

Eve of wonder, with Jesus in the old, gray 

barn.               

-- By Elizabeth Toole 



 


