The Harbinger
DECEMBER 2021
Dedicated in FAITH … Abounding in HOPE…
Committed to GOD’S LOVE!

Pastor Heidi’s December Message
Christmas, for most of us, is a time of festive celebration. Some of the most cherished Christmas joys
are found in family traditions that link one year to another with the harmony of favorite carols, the sparkle of
favorite ornaments and the time-honored rites of gift giving. We thrill at the sight of our well-worn lights and
garlands, for they are the heart of Christmas. For each of us the Heart of Christmas is something unique and
personal that is lived out in our own individual values.
But, the very familiarity of Christmas sometimes causes us to overlook the vital expressions of what
should be a meaningful season. When we come and worship, when we bow before Him and bring our gifts of
love and praise, our hearts overflow with worship. It is here that we find the Heart of God, and the Heart of
Christmas!
With that in mind, Market Street United Methodist is inviting you to come back to “The Heart of
Christmas” with hopes that through The Word and fellowship we once again can feel the pulse of the
Christmas story in a fresh new light. Please join with us in the many events in the town, and those we have
planned at the church for you and your family this Christmas season.
November 28

Worship 9 & 11 am
10 am Sunday School

1st Sunday of Advent
“The Purpose of Christmas”

December 5

Worship 10 am with
Communion

2nd Sunday of Advent
w/ Potluck lunch & craft

December 10-12

Onancock “Believe” Wknd

Fri. Carolers strolling the town
Sat. Santa by boat 11 am/Drive Tour 4-6 pm
Cokesbury Christmas Music 2-5 pm
Sun. Christmas Parade 5 pm

December 12

Worship 9 & 11 am
10 am Sunday School

3rd Sunday of Advent
“The Purpose of Christmas”

December 19

Worship 10 am
Cantata & Reception

4th Sunday of Advent
“The Heart of Christmas”

December 24

Worship 4 & 7 pm

Christmas Eve Service w/Candlelight

Let us help you keep “Christ” in Christmas, come join us as we experience and get back to “The Heart
of Christmas”. May the peace of Christ be yours this holiday season.
In Christ,
Pastor Heidi

Page 2

DECEMBER 2021

The Harbinger

Methodist 101 Wednesday 7-8:30 p.m. in the Assembly Room
by Pastor Heidi Bak
Dec. 1

Local Church Structure

Dec. 8

Individual Journey—Calling, Spiritual gifts, Gift Box

Month of December Readings for 52-Week Study
of the Old Testament
Dec. 5:
Dec. 12:
Dec. 19:
Dec. 26:

Ezra 1 –6, Psalm 137, Haggai 1-2, Zechariah 1–14 (Cyrus, Promised return from exile, Darius)
Esther 1 – 10 (Trust, protection, blessing)
Ezra 7 – 10, Nehemiah, Psalm 126 (Return to reconstruct Jerusalem, Reforms)
Malachi (God’s selection of Israel, priestly apostasy, rebellion, resistance, repentance, and
restoration)

CHRISTMAS PARADE STREET CLOSURES
Saturday, Dec. 11 @ 11 pm, parking on
Market Street will be closed from East St.
towards Crockett Ave.
Sunday, Dec. 12th @ Noon, parking on
Market Street will be closed from Crockett
Ave. & Lilliston Ave.
Sunday Dec. 12. @ 3 pm, College Ave. will
be closed for the Parade Line-up.

There will be a ONE ROOM SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS in the Assembly Room on November 28
and December 12 following Fellowship/Coffee
at 10:15.
There will be no regularly scheduled Sunday
School classes.
Join Pastor Rick Warren as he explains the purposes of
Christmas. Pastor Warren shows that Christmas is a time for
celebration, salvation and reconciliation. The Purpose of
Christmas shows why Christmas is God's idea and why Jesus
is the greatest gift God gave to the world.
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Worship 10 a.m. With Communion

Worship 9 & 11 a.m., Fellowship Follows

Pot Luck Lunch Follows and Advent Heart
Craft for Everyone

10:15 a.m., One Room Sunday School

CANTATA 10 A.M.

Worship 4 & 7 p.m.

Reception to Follow

Special Speaker—Missionary Charlene Harris

Page 4

The Harbinger

DECEMBER 2021

DECEMBER 2021

The Harbinger

We are grateful for this oil painting done by
Jack Richardson, given by former Onancock
residents Debbie & Dick Cole, who now live in New
Mexico.
When they found that they no longer had a
place to display it, they graciously offered it to
Cokesbury.
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The Faith in Action Sunday School Class will once again be collecting coats for the
Onley United Methodist Church Coat Closet.
A collection box will be placed near the side entrance. Please donate new or gently
used coats. This year only coats will be collected (no sweaters or jackets). All sizes of
children’s and adult’s coats are needed, particularly adult sizes 3X and larger.
The pick up dates for anyone in need of a
coat are below. Pick up times are from
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Onley UMC:

Sat. Dec. 4
Sat. Jan. 8
Sat. Feb. 5
You must call in advance to pick up a coat – call the Onley UMC office at
787-4155 or Jeannette Edwards at 710-1524.
The Market St. UMC contact for the coat closet is Amy Bull. She can be reached at
787-7204 or we4bulls@verizon.net.

Thank you for all the kind words and cards expressing
sympathy for the loss of my mom. She enjoyed her
time on the Shore and the welcome she felt at Market
Street. She would always say after the service "I like
the songs that you all sing-you sing the good old
hymns." ~Mary and Tom Hollandsworth and Family

Please remember to turn
the thermostats DOWN
when you leave the
church. Turn off the
lights and secure the
doors. THANK YOU!
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Halloween Weekend included a cleanup at the Parsonage,
CCYF Halloween Carnival and Treat or Treat at Market
Street. Lots of Market Street volunteers everywhere!
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All Saint’s Sunday included Lois Evans and Michelle Marsh with a reminder to help with
Operation Christmas Child and a potluck lunch following the service, it was bring your favorite
Thanksgiving dish to share.

The following Sunday was dedicated to honoring and appreciating our Veterans.
In memory of CPL Warren R. Eskridge.
On Dec. 13, 1968, Warren left Tangier Island for Viet
Nam. Just 6 weeks later, on Jan. 28, 1969, he was killed
in action.
On a Tuesday morning, Warren’s company was on a
search and clear mission near Tey-Nin Province. Warren
volunteered to be point man. When their company
came under fire, Warren was mortally wounded.
Ten days laer, Warren’s body was back home on
Tangier where he was given a full Military Funeral in
the Methodist Cemetery. He was awarded the Bronze
Star with V for Valor and a Purple Heart.
The family has great hope, that knowing Warren is
absent from the body, he is present with the Lord.
The family of CPL Warren R. Eskridge
(Walta Pruitt’s cousin)
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Peter Pawlus

David Hargis
Marti Fjelstad

Master Sargeant (Ret.) Warner Ray Hargis, Jr.

Gerald Davis

Jerry Evans

Len Cackowski
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Faith in Action Sunday
School Class Brunswick
Stew Sale netted $1,262
for Agape Center, selling
77 quarts. They sold out in
45 minutes.
UMW Bake Sale also
SOLD OUT and netted
more than $999.32 for
their missions.
Great teamwork the
weekend before
Thanksgiving!
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THANK YOU! THANK YOU! For your
amazing support of Operation Christmas
Child. These shoebox gifts will bring
many smiles to the faces of so many
children. Their shouts of JOY will bring
happiness to a greater level that can be
seen, heard, and felt around the world.
Thanks again so much for bringing God’s love and grace to these special children so they can feel
the true love of Jesus Christ in their hearts. May God bless you for all of your support for
Operation Christ Child again this year. ~ Lois Evans

107 BOXES

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Thank you Rev. Wayne Parsley for
your Altar of Bounty for the weekend
before Thanksgiving.

Mackenzie Fiege

December 1

Lisa Weeks Fiege

December 1

Kaylie Pruitt

December 3

Penny Brooks

December 9

Herman Hohlt

December 11

Cynthia Walton

December 15

Pastor Heidi Bak

December 16

Mary King

December 17

Molly King

December 17

Harold Armsey

December 19

Terry Evans

December 25

Flo Bowers

December 26

Linda Courtney

December 26

Meg King

December 26

Bryan Perry

December 26

Steve Walton

December 26

Jaime Bloxom

December 27

Nicholas Gibb

December 27

Pete Pawlus

December 27
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The Fourth Wise Man
Konrad Fernandez
"I do not know where this little story came from--out of the air, perhaps. One thing is certain, it is
not written in any other book, nor is it to be found among the ancient lore of the East. And yet I
have never felt as if it were my own. It was a gift, and it seemed to me as if I knew the Giver."
I remember as a child reading an abridged version of the story of the fourth wise man. Most of us know of the
three wise men who, follow the guiding star, and visit the child Jesus with gifts.
In 1895 Henry Van Dyke wrote this beautiful short novel called “The Story of the Other Wise Man.”

Perhaps many of us are familiar with this story. Yet I think it’s worth recalling for the deep insights it offers.
What’s the story about? This fourth wise man also sees the same signs in the heavens and sets out to find the
Child Jesus; carrying his gifts of a Sapphire, a Ruby, and a very precious Pearl. But nothing goes as planned.
He misses his rendezvous with the other three wise men because he is delayed helping a dying man. Now, to
cross the desert alone he needs camels and supplies, and sells one of his treasures to buy them. He arrives late
in Bethlehem after saving the life of a child using another of his treasures. The child Jesus has left Bethlehem.
And after many years looking for Jesus and many acts of charity, he spends his last treasure to save a girl from
being sold into slavery. He dies without ever finding the Christ, but as he dies he hears the Divine voice saying, “…as you have done for them…you did for me”. His gifts were indeed accepted and, in a sense, he found
God in a deeper way than even the other wise men.
It’s a powerful story! And for me it offers some insights for the Christmas season:
1) When things don’t go our way, when we struggle, feel lost, when we endure hardships and delays, when
the goal seems out of reach…this story is a reminder that truly nothing is lost. That, in fact, we may be closer
to our goals than we think. That we may have traveled further than we realize, and that every delay and set
back may be working in our favor in profound and wonderful ways. At the end of our journey, we may see all
the hidden miracles which were disguised as hardships. But to see them now is a miracle of faith. And the
Christmas story invites us to such a kind of faith.
2) The highest rewards call for sacrifice, patience, endurance and goodwill. We all know that nothing
worthwhile comes easy. And as this wise man found his great reward after what seemed like an endless
struggle, he stayed true to his cause, persisted, and nurtured within him the desire to do good in spite of every
struggle. This is a story of hope. And Christmas urges us to look at any aspect of life where we have lost hope
or are losing hope. Can we choose to hope even when everything seems lost, and seek the courage to endure?

3) The greatest gifts the wise man gave God were his acts of Charity. Giving without measuring. Giving
repeatedly. Giving even though it cost him dearly. If Christmas is about anything of significance…it’s about
giving. It’s about God giving us everything. And about how we continue that cycle of giving by sharing what
we have. Perhaps we ask ourselves this Christmas how we can give others our time, our resources, our talent,
our listening ear…or maybe just a small gesture to tell people we care about that they are not alone in their
struggles. A message of love.
To me, it’s really about these three things. Faith. Hope. And Love. And I believe this Christmas, like every
Christmas, can become significant when we become bearers of the Divine light…by choosing faith, daring to
hope, and committing to love others…even if in the smallest ways.
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We hear many Christmas songs on the radio, but these two I don’t hear much. They
are two of my favorite ones that came out in the early 90s, after I lost both of my
parents. The first one was sung by Harry Konnick Jr. and the second one by Nat King
Cole. They got me through a couple of tough seasons. You can find both of them on
YouTube if you want to give a listen. You may even know them.
Merry Christmas from Pat in the Church Office.

When My Heart Finds Christmas
In my eyes are valentines
And Easter eggs and New Year's wine
But when my heart finds Christmas
My eyes will shine like new
All the days are kind to me
But fall too far behind to see
But when my heart finds Christmas
I hope it finds you too
Let the angels sing around us
Christmas time is here
Let our children's love surround us
Laughing and filled with cheer

My heart told me once before
To find my dream and search no more
And when my heart finds Christmas
I hope it finds you too

A Cradle in Bethlehem
Sing sweet and low your lullaby
Till angels say, "amen."
A mother tonight is rocking a cradle in Bethlehem
While wise men follow through the dark a star that beckons them
A mother tonight is rocking a cradle in Bethlehem
"a little child shall lead them," the prophets said of old
In storm and tempest keep 'em until the bells is tolled
Sing sweet and low your lullaby
Till angels say, "amen."
A mother tonight is rocking a cradle in Bethlehem
Choir
Sing sweet and low your lullaby
A mother tonight is rocking a cradle in Bethlehem

